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AGENDA ITEM WORDING:
Proclamation to declare May 1, 2003 as “Law Day”.

ITEM BACKGROUND:

Law Day, 2003 provides an opportunity to re-examine how we as a nation want our judiciary to
function. At a time when partisans and special interests try to shape a judiciary that is responsive to
political considerations above all else, we have the responsibility to reaffirm our commitment to a truly
independent third branch.
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WHEREAS Law Day is a celebratlon of Amenca and the rule of law and

: WHEREAS, an essent:a] oomponent to ths Ameﬂ:zn |daal of the rule of law Is a fair and impartial |udicaary and

WHEREAS a falr and :mpamal judlmary protects Amencan s nghts and Ilbemes under state and federai
eonsmutl ins; and

. WHEREAS afair and Impamal |ud|¢=ary requires an mdepandent wdncsary abla to fulﬁll its consmutional
obligations as the third branch of government in the American systemn of checks and balances; and

WHEREAS there have been examples of an escalating and partisan and special mterest battle aver American
courts; and

. WHEREAS, the escaiatmg pamsan and special interest battle over Ameﬂcan courts are antithetical to the
judtc:ary s role in the Amencan experment in self—government and )

WHEREAS, as we celebrate Law Day 2003, we restate our commitment to judicial independence as an
essential component of the rule of law and our dedication to ensting falr and impartial judicial dacision mskmg under
federal and state constitutions as essential to American democracy, liberty and freadom; and

WHEREAS Law Day 2003 provides dn opportunity to re-examine how we as a nation want our pudicaary to
function. At a time when partisans and special interests try to shape a judiciary that Is responsive to political
considerations above all rlse, wdhave the responsibility to reaffirm our cummrtment 10 -a truly indapendent third branch;
and

’ WHEREAS, Qur renewed 'com'miirnent to iudidal independence can be expressad through many actiors, big
and small, taken in local cammuniﬁes and at the nationat level, such as:

*  Defending the state and federal ;udges trom unfair or unwarranted criticism, whether it ba motivated by
- partisanship, special interasts or simply a misunderstanding of the role of the judiciaryin our system of
government; and
»  Demanding adequate funding for court.systems so that judges have the resources to admmuster;ushce without -,
" indue delay or burden; and
*  Promoting new appreashes o improving judicial elections, such as public financing of campaigns and voter
guides, that produce a better-educated electorate while reducing the influence nr private contnbullon o judges; -
and

«  Conti ) fo work t ds merit-based systerns of appeinting and retaining judges that prmrlde an appropnate
balance of |ud|cia| independence and aocountabmty to the public.

: WHEREAS, as New Jersey Chlef Justice Arthur T, Vanderbilt said in the last century, “Judicial reform is no -
sport for the short-winded.” Indeed, the theme of Law Day 2003 serves lo ramind us thal the Amarican experiment in self-
govemnment requires constant ‘vigilanca-of purpose, especially when it to g the continuing luster of the
crown jewel of our Republic, our unlquely American lndependent judiciary.

1%, 2003 as
LAW DAY 2003

| urgé the citizens, schodls, businesses and madla of the Florida Keys to use the occasion to dedicate themselves io
presarve and s;rengthen the rule of law and the independence of our courts.

WITNESS my hand and saal of the County of Manroe, Florida, this 16 day of April 2003,

NOW, THEREFORE by the power ves!ed in me as Mayor of Monroe County, Florida, | do hereby proclaun May :
L |
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